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Synopsis

It is not widely known that George S. Patton, Jr. authored this Army training manual, SABER
EXERCISE 1914, while he was still a young lieutenant. Reproduced verbatim with the original
illustrations, this manual provides a system of training for both mounted and on-foot use of the
saber. Before writing this training manual, Patton had already achieved celebrity status, having
placed fifth in the 1912 Summer Olympics in Stockholm, Sweden. His event was the Pentathlon,
combining skills at which he excelled, including horseback riding and fencing. After the Olympics
Patton studied in France with a fencing master reputed to be the finest in Europe. Patton also
designed what came to be known as the A¢a -A“Patton Sword.A¢a -A+ The War Department
ordered 20,000 of them in 1913. Later the same year Patton was assigned as a student and

A¢a -A“Master of the Sword,A¢a —A- the top instructor in a new course in swordsmanship, at the
Mounted Service School in Fort Riley, Kansas. It was here he wrote SABER EXERCISE 1914,
using easy-to-follow steps accompanied by detailed illustrations. The following year he wrote a more
informal guide, DIARY OF THE INSTRUCTOR IN SWORDSMANSHIP, with additional insights and
recommendations. Both works are historical treasures as well as modern treatises on this age-old

martial art, presented by the Master himself, George Patton.
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Customer Reviews

A great book for Cavalry history students.

| thought | knew all about Patton but was surprised.to find this terrific book on the art of

swordsmanship by George S. Patton Jr.



Interesting historical book.

It's a great reproduction not only because it is historically interesting. It is also very useful for the
beginning swordsman. There are a few interesting techniques and subtleties which | haven’t been
taught but appear to be handy. Some are related to fighting from horseback only, some make sense
when dismounted as well. The descriptions are easy to understand and the clear illustrations help

too.Thank you for making this available to us.
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